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SUNDAY POS7-DISPATCH 


He grew up on violent Gibson Avenue in St. Louis 


Now he's fighting for change in the halls of power 


In 2014: 
protester 


Bruce Franks 
protests after 
the shooting of 
Michael Brown 
in August 2014. 
“lam college- 
educated. 

I own two 
businesses. 
Yet when I 

go running 
around my 
neighborhood 
... people are 
afraid ... We 
need change!” 
Franks said. 


LAURIE 
SKRIVAN e P-D 


In 2017: 
legislator 


Rep. Bruce 
Franks 
(center), D-St. 
Louis, makes 
a last-minute 
argument to 
Republicans 
to save the St. 
Louis minimum 
wage hike at 
the end of the 
legislative 
session on 
May 12 in 

the Missouri 
House. 
Legislators 
passed a bill 
blocking the 
hike. 


CHRISTIAN 
GOODEN e P-D 


Beyond 
tattoos 


VIDEO 
Franks talks 
protests and 
what’s behind 
police killings 
of black men. 


PODCAST 
Franks says he’s 
no politician. 
He’s just taking 
aseat at the 
establishment 
table. 


stitoday.com/ 
watch 


THE RISE 
OF BRUCE 
FRANKS 


BY DOUG MOORE « St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


n 1991, Forest Park Southeast was a neighborhood reeling. Although smack- dab 


in the middle of the city, poverty, violence and neglect isolated it from the rest 
of St. Louis, including the adjacent Central West End, a generous spread of mansions 


and boutiques. 


The 4300 block of Gibson Avenue was among 
the more troublesome stretches, flush with guns, 
heroin and cocaine dealers. A beat cop at the time 
called Gibson a “premier street” for violent crime. 
It’s where a scrawny Bruce Franks Jr. was living 
at age 6 with his family, including his 9-year-old 
brother, Christopher Harris. 

In June of that year, Christopher was on a 
neighbor’s porch talking about a trip he had taken 
the previous day. A man approached with a gun 
and the neighbor grabbed Christopher, using him 
as a shield. The boy was shot in the back and died. 


Police said the shooting was a dispute between 
drug dealers. 

Today, Forest Park Southeast has transformed 
into one of the most desirable areas in the city. 
It has been rebranded as the Grove, the name of 
the popular entertainment strip along Manches- 
ter Avenue that runs through the middle of the 
neighborhood. 

Like Forest Park Southeast, Franks, 33, has 
changed as well. 


See FRANKS e Page A10 
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THU LAI e St. Louis Community College at Meramec 


Holiday campaign 
steeped in tradition 
finds new way to help 


BY DOUG MOORE « St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


St. Louis loves its traditions, and holiday giving 
is no exception. 

For 95 years, a staple of generosity this time of 
year has been the 100 Neediest Cases campaign, 
a program run by the United Way of Greater St. 
Louis in partnership with the Post-Dispatch. 

As in years past, the newspaper will feature 
100 cases over the life of the campaign, which 
begins this weekend and runs through the end of 
the year. But thousands of other families across 
the region have been identified as needing help 
and may also be adopted. 

New this year is the option for those who 
want to participate to start a fundraising page 
and share it through social media, encourag- 
ing friends, family and co-workers to donate. 
It’s similar to other online crowdsourcing ef- 
forts such as GoFundMe, but 100 percent of 


See NEEDIEST e Page A12 


THE FIRST THREE CASES 


Health challenges can push families to the edge 
as bills pile up. Inside, A12 


Rising Missouri 
political star tells 
her #MeToo story 


A = 


TONY MESSENGER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


SIKESTON, MO. e She was 11 when Papa 
crawled into her bed. 

He had picked her up in New Madrid after 
a long bus trip. The day began with so much 
promise. Holly Rehder, the daughter of a single 
mother living in poverty, had been chosen out of 
a program for at-risk children to spend a day at 
Six Flags amusement park in Eureka. “It was just 
the coolest day,’ she remembers. 

The bus got in late and they stayed at Papa’s 
house. She slept in her grandmother’s old room, 
as she had many times before. 

“It was my safe space,” she says. 

Rehder, now a 48-year-old Republican state 
representative from Sikeston, Mo., doesn’t re- 
member how long she was asleep. 


See MESSENGER ° Page A2 


TODAY 
52°/35° 
CLOUDY 
TOMORROW 
53°/39° 
MOSTLY SUNNY 


WEATHER 
B16 


POST-DISPATCH WEATHERBIRD ® 


Keep your 
spirits bright 


We collected events 
to enjoy this season 


A&E ¢ C1 


A dose of activity for bored seniors « H1 


Missouri utility speeds shift to wind ¢ p1 


ACTIVATE (+g 
YOUR DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION 
VISIT WWW.STLTODAY.COM 


Sultan: Long-delayed dream career « H1 


Girsch is out front as GMs gather « B3 
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